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* Contarini,' she exclaimed, i are you mad! what can you
mean ?'

c Mean!$ JL poured forth; ' is it doubtful ? Yes ! I repeat
I am the leader of that band, whose exploits have so recently
alarmed you. Cannot you now comprehend the story of
my visiting their haunt ? Was it probable, was it possible,
that I should have been permitted to gain their secret and
to retire ? The robbers were youths like myself, weary of
the dull monotony of our false and wretched life. We have
7ielded to overwhelming force, but we have baffled all pur-
suit. For myself, I quit for ever a country I abhor. Ere
a year has passed I shall roam a pirate on the far waves of
the .JEgean. One tie only binds me to this rigid clime. In
my life I have loved only one being. I look upon her.
Yes ! yes ! it is you, Christiana. On the very brink of my
exile Destiny has brought us once moi'G together. Oh ! let
us never part! Be mine, be mine! ..Share with me my
glory, my liberty, and my love !'

I poured forth this rhapsody with impassioned haste.
The Countess stared with blank astonishment. She ap-
peared oven alarmed. Suddenly she sprang up and ran
out of the room.

CHAPTER  IX.

1 WAS enraged, and I was confused. I do not know whether
I felt more shame or more irritation. My vanity impelled
rne to remain some time with the hope that she would
return. She did not, and seizing my tragedy, I rushed
into the park. I met my servant exercising a horse. I
sent him back to the castle alone, jumped on my steed, and
in a few minutes was galloping along the high road to the
metropolis.

It was about one hundred miiee distant.   When I reached